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Farmers and all other farm managements are advised to follow the guidelines of Government of Sri Lanka to
avoid infection and social transmission of CORONA virus (COVID-19). Precautions and safety measures
should be taken up to prevent the Corona virus spread. Simple measures include social distancing, maintaining
personal hygiene by washing hands with soap, wearing of face mask, drink hot water, stay at home and
cleaning of implements and machinery. Farmers should not work in a group; consult with a doctor in case of
any symptom. Please stay at home does not visit the field until it is very necessary.

Rainfall Analysis (September)
According to the observed rainfall data, above normal rainfalls were reported over most parts of the Central,
North-central, and Uva Provinces and Kurunegala and Hambantota districts. Near normal rainfalls were
reported at some places over Vavuniya, Mannar, and Rathnapura districts and below normal rainfall were
reported elsewhere of the country during the month of September 2021.
Observed rainfall as a percentage of normal during the months of September 2021 is shown in the figure 1(a)
and observed cumulative rainfall as a percentage of normal from first January 2021 to 30 September 2021 is
shown in the figure 1 (b).
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Figure 01 : Observed Monthly rainfall as percentage of long-term average (1981-2010) during September
2021(a) and cumulative rainfall from 01st January 2021 to 30 September 2021 as percentage of long term
average (1981- 2010) (b)
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Temperature analysis (September)
Average maximum and minimum temperatures during the month of September 2021 were near normal over
most parts of the country. However, it is observed a little above normal maximum temperature over the Jaffna
district during the month of September.
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Figure 02: Average Maximum (a) and Minimum (b) Temperature anomalies during the month of
September 2021 compared with the long-term average (1981-2010)

Weather Forecast: Forecast for the month October 2021(Weekly)
Below normal rainfalls are likely during the third week of October 2021 over most parts of the country. Near
normal rainfalls are expected over most parts of the country except western part where below normal rainfall
is likely, during the 4th week of the October. There is a possibility for slightly above normal rainfalls over
Northern and North central provinces and in Trincomalee district and near normal rainfalls elsewhere during
week from 28th to 3rd November 2021. Afterward there is a high possibility to receive above normal rainfalls
over south western part and near normal elsewhere over the country until 10th November. (Figure 03).
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Figure 03: Weekly rainfall Forecast and the Rainfall anomaly (mm/day) forecasts
(source-NCMRWF-India)
Note: Department of Meteorology issues weekly Agromet Bulletin to update climatological situation. It can
be downloaded from the web page link- Agromet Bulletin (meteo.gov.lk)
http://www.meteo.gov.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=28&Itemid=301&lang=en#weekly-updates-2021

Weather forecast for the season of October-November-December (OND) 2021
According to the Department of Meteorology, below normal rainfalls are likely over most parts of the island
with a slight possibility for near normal in Northern Province during OND 2021 season. (Fig. 6)

Figure 04 : Seasonal Rainfall Forecast for October – December 2021(OND 2021)
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Monthly Rainfall Forecasts for October-November-December - 2021
Month

Rainfall forecast
There is a possibility for below normal rainfalls
over most parts of the country during the month
of October 2021.
October 2021

However, there is a possibility to develop lowpressure systems and depressions over and
vicinity of Sri Lanka, which could enhance the
rainfall over the country during the month of
October.
There is a possibility for below normal rainfalls
over most parts of the country during the month
of November 2021.

November 2021

However, there is a possibility to develop lowpressure systems and depressions over and
vicinity of Sri Lanka, which could enhance the
rainfall over the country during the month of
November.
There is no clear signal to provide forecast for
the month of December 2021. Therefore, there
are equal chances of receiving below normal,

December 2021

about normal or above normal rainfall over Sri
Lanka during the month of December 2021.
There is a possibility to develop low-pressure
systems depressions and cyclones in the Bay of
Bengal, which could enhance the rainfall over
the country during the month of December.
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Agro-met Advisory: October to December (OND) during
2021/22 Maha Season
It is highly advisable to adhere to the recommendations made available in the agro-met advisory
issued on 4th September, 2021. Considering the importance of obtaining maximum benefits of the
rain water which will be received during the SIM period along with the higher rains that could be
received due to forming of weather systems, the following recommendations for paddy are
included in this advisory for repeated concern,


Use of incipient rains for land preparation;



Adaption of strict water issuing schedules in both major and minor irrigation schemes by
taking prevailing rainfall in each week in to consideration while the season is being
progressed is mandatory;



Maintain a considerable level of standing water in every Liyadda (covering 2/3rd of the each
ploughed soil clods, “Heekata”) after completing the first ploughing until the start of the
second ploughing (14 days from the first ploughing)



Complete the 2nd land preparation after 14 days from the completion 1st land preparation
process and standing water will be maintained in each Liyadda even after the second
ploughing for another 1-week period until 3rd ploughing starts where puddling & leveling
are being done;



Manual transplanting, machine transplanting and row seeding with a drum seeder is highly
advisable so that mechanical weeding can be accomplished manually or with power weeder
as the season in progress;



If seedling transplanting (Parachute method) is planned (a highly recommended practice to
be adapted due to water limiting situation of the first two months of this Maha season),
manual weeding should be planned in advance;



After 5-day of crop establishment, maintain a standing water depth of 2-3 cm in all Liyaddas
in direct sown and transplanted fields for 21 days to suppress the weed germination and
growth. However, in fields where Parachute method adapted, maintain a 2-3 cm water depth
from the day one of establishment for 21 days;
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For the irrigated rice systems, choose 3½ months varieties either for transplanting or direct
sowing, while 4–month varieties should not be considered during this Maha season unless
otherwise irrigation tank in a given paddy tract is almost at the Full Supply Level (FSL);



Use only 3-month varieties for the rainfed rice systems

The set of crop wise recommendations given with the previous advisory (4th September), can be
considered for the other field crops and vegetables, too.

