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Weekly Weather Summary 

  22-28 October 2019  

 

1. Rainfall  

During the initial part of the week wind flow varied between north-westerly 

to south-westerly directions and moisture influx increased as the week moved 

on. This with the combination of converging winds on the northern and 

western parts of the island, mainly rainfall was observed in the western half 

of the island including the Northern province.    In the middle part of the week 

rainfall occurred throughout the island. Towards the end of the week, an 

atmospheric disturbance developing in the south-eastern sea area of the island 

started to influence the weather and this resulted in an increase of rainfall in 

Eastern, Uva and North-central provinces. As the system moved to the west 

through the southern seas, the rainfall in the Southern province also increased. 

Owing to this system, fairly heavy to heavy showers were observed in the 

Eastern, Southern and Uva provinces.  
 

Highest 24-hour rainfall for this weekôs period was reported from Weheragala 

in Hambanthota district with a rainfall amount of 220.0mm on 28 October. 

Hydro-catchment areas on the western slopes of the island also received 

considerable amounts of rainfalls during this period with Bowathenna 

receiving 142.2mm of accumulated rainfall during this week period.  

 

Heavy rains and rain induced minor floods and flash floods occurred in several 

parts of the island. While Puttalam, Kurunegala, Hambanthota, Gampaha, 

Mannar, Jaffna and Ampara were affected by rain and flooding, Kandy, 

Kegalle, Ratnapura and Matara were affected heavy rains. Polonnaruwa, 

Ampara, Hambanthota and Kurunegala were affected by high winds as well.   
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Figure 1: Total rainfall  (mm) during the week 
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Figure 2. Daily Rainfall (mm) and maximum and minimum temperatures (0C) during the week. 
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Tables: Total weekly Rainfall (mm) at Main Meteorological stations, 

Hydro- catchment areas and some rain gauge stations during the week. 

Main Meteorological Stations Rainfall 

(mm) 

Anuradhapura 61.5 

Badulla 152.5 

Bandarawela 128.3 

Batticaloa 272.8 

Colombo 119.6 

Galle 202.0 

Hambanthota  143.2 

Jaffna 158.0 

Monaragala  160.1 

Katugasthota 68.9 

Katunayake 81.3 

Kurunagala 78.0 

MahaIlluppallama 44.7 

Mannar 142.5 

Polonnaruwa 120.7 

Nuwara Eliya 82.3 

Pothuvil 227.9 

Puttalam 139.5 

Rathmalana 104.4 

Rathnapura 86.5 

Trincomalee 134.4 

Vavuniya 123.4 

Mattala 134.5 

Hydro-Catchment Areas 

Station Rainfall (mm) 

Castlereigh 82.3 

Norton 101.4 

Maussakele 65.4 

Canyon 84.2 

Lakshapana 74.5 

Upper Kotmale 55.5 

Kotmale 70.9 

Victoriya 52.6 

Randenigala 79.5 

Rantambe 75.4 

Bowatenna 142.2 

Ukuwela 89.1 

Samanala Wawa 54.5 

Kukuleganaga 114.0 

Maskeliya 39.9 

Rain Gauge Stations 

Station Rainfall (mm) 

Kiran 238.2 

Norochcholai 234.0 

Weheragala  Irrigation 233.5 

Baddegama 217.3 

Poonagalla Group 204.0 

Monrovia 203.0 

Maha oya 194.0 

Panama Tank 176.9 

Rugam 174.6 

Palugaswewa Estate 170.2 

Rufuskulam 162.0 

Weeraketiya Irrigation 156.6 

Canawarella 152.0 

Sogama Tank 146.2 

Athule 145.5 
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2. Temperature 

The   highest   day   time   (maximum)   temperature, 32.80C   was   reported   from 

Monaragala main meteorological station on 23 October and the lowest minimum 

temperature was 12.20C reported at Nuwara-Eliya station on 25 October. Day time 

temperatures in almost all the stations were below normal during the week and day 

time temperatures of Badulla, Anuradhapura, Maha-Illupallama and Vavuniya were 

mostly below normal throughout the week with (6-7) oC below normal temperatures. 

As well as day time temperature of Katugasthota, Nuwara-eliya, Rathnapura, 

Kurunegala, Puttalam and Mannar were below normal throughout the week with (4-

5) oC below normal temperature. Day time temperatures reporting from other 

stations were mostly (2-3) oC below normal of the week. 

Night time (Minimum) temperatures of most stations were near normal during the 

week apart from Jaffna and Mannar which was approximately (1-2) oC below normal 

throughout the week and minimum temperature of Nuwara-eliya was mostly about 

(1-2) oC above normal throughout the week. 

The highest day time (maximum) temperatures throughout the week were reported 

from main meteorological stations in Monaragala, Pottuvil, Trincomalee, Vavuniya, 

Jaffna and Ratmalana. 

3. Wind  

Surface wind was mostly was calm and variable in direction and wind speed was 

(00-10) kmph. The winds were north-westerly to north-easterly towards the end of 

the week with wind speed picking up to around 30kmph. 

Upper winds at 850hPa: 

Wind direction over 850 hPa pressure level varied between north-westerly and 

westerly directions with the influence of disturbances towards the eastern and south-

eastern part of the island. This was quite similar to the climatology winds although 

the strength of the observed winds was lesser. Wind speeds varied between (10-20) 

kts. The disturbance that developed in the south-eastern part is visible in the 

streamline analysis of this level. 
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  Observed                           Climatology                          Anomaly 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Figure 4.1                              Figure 4.2                              Figure 4.3 

Upper winds at 700hPa: 

Observed winds at 700hPa level over the island followed a similar pattern to 

850hPa level due to the disturbance that developed towards the end of the week.  

Climatological wind pattern was also quite similar to observed winds with lesser 

wind speeds. Wind speeds varied between (10-25) kts. 

 

            Observed                              Climatology                           Anomaly 

 

 

 

 

 

       Figure 5.1                                  Figure 5.2                                  Figure 5.3 

 

Upper winds at 500hPa: 

Observed winds at 500hPa level over the island were mostly easterly and this wind 

pattern was again quite similar to the climatological wind pattern but with lesser 

speeds. The influence of the disturbance is visible in this level as well towards the 

end of the week. Wind speeds varied between (05-30) kts. 



2019-11-01 ©NMC, Department of Meteorology, Sri Lanka 7 

          Observed                                Climatology                             Anomaly 

 

 

 

 

 

         Figure 6.1                                    Figure 6.2                                Figure 6.3 

 

 


