Weekly Weather Summery

15-21 July 2019
1. Rainfall
Very active monsoon conditions prevailed in terms of both rainfalls as well as winds
during the week. It was a wet week for southwestern part of the country with very
heavy rainfalls in central highland areas. Very strong windy conditions were
reported over the country as well as western, southern and north-western sea areas
and the department was able to issue a warning well in advance to fishing and Navel
community to not to venture in to these sea areas during 16-22nd .
This was due to the strengthening of the cross equatorial monsoon flow feeding
towards low pressure systems in West pacific oceans bringing low to mid
tropospheric high amount of moisture content over Sri Lanka. It caused local flood
in Kotagala area in Rathnapura district and 2 school girls were drowned to death in
Agarapathna area in Nuwara Eliya district on 18th July. A minor landslide was
reported in a part of the Hatton – Colombo road in Ginigathhena area in Nuwara
Eliya district and it caused one casualty and more than 10 shops have been
completely destroyed early morning on 19th July.
Due to trees being uprooted by strong winds and windy condition itself 4 casualties
were reported on 18th July from Theldeniya and Sooriyaweva areas. According to
the Disaster Management Center 15625 people in 4155 families were affected
including 7 deaths due to this adverse weather situation. Property were reported as
28 houses fully damaged and 3065 houses partially damaged.
Afternoon thunder showers were reported from few places in Uva province and
Eastern province (particularly in Batticaloa and Ampara districts) on 15th, 17th and
21st July. Prevailing dry weather continued elsewhere in the country this week.
Weekly total rainfall was considerably very high and in the range of 200-470 mm at
some areas as Castlereigh, Norton, Maussakele, Canyon, Lakshapana, Upper
Kotmale and Kukuleganaga in Hydro-Catchment areas and Helboda North and
Maliboda in the other areas. Weekly total rainfall was more than 100 mm at some
areas as Kotmale, Ukuwela and Maskeliya in Hydro-Catchment areas and from
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Nuwara Eliya, Rathnapura, Loolkandura, Hope, Ilubuluwa, Estate, Ambewela,
Undugoda, Holmwood and Guruluwana as other areas.
The highest daily recorded rainfall was 251.5 mm at Dunkeld estate area in NuwaraEliya district on 18th of July.
Figure 1 illustrates weekly total rainfall distribution while Figure 2 shows daily
rainfall distributions.
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Figure 1: Total rainfall (mm) during the week
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Figure 2. Daily Rainfall (mm) and maximum and minimum temperatures (0C) during the
week.
Table-01 Total Rainfall (mm) at Main Meteorological stations, hydro catchment areas and
other rainfall stations during the week.
Main Meteorological
Stations
Anuradhapura
Badulla
Bandarawela
Batticaloa
Colombo
Galle
Hambanthota
Jaffna
Monaragala
Katugasthota
Katunayake
Kurunagala
Maha Illuppallama
Mannar
Polonnaruwa
Nuwara Eliya
Pothuvil
Puttalam
Rathmalana
Rathnapura
Trincomalee
Vavuniya
Mattla
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Rainfall
(mm)
0.1
28.6
21.5
0.0
3.3
91.8
7.1
10.8
2.3
92.2
3.4
16.6
0.0
0.0
0.2
189.1
58.6
2.3
13.9
153.7
4.8
0.4
3.0

Hydro-Catchment Areas
Station
Rainfall (mm)
339.6
Castlereigh
428.2
Norton
316.3
Maussakele
469.3
Canyon
311.5
Lakshapana
240.1
Upper Kotmale
194.5
Kotmale
34.0
Victoriya
20.1
Randenigala
23.2
Rantambe
3.7
Bowatenna
128.9
Ukuwela
38.5
Samanala Wawa
211.0
Kukuleganaga
198.8
Maskeliya
Other Rainfall Stations
Station
Rainfall (mm)
357.0
Helboda North
281.8
Maliboda
180.7
Loolkandura
168.5
Hope
166.0
Karagala
150.0
Ilubuluwa Estate
144.5
Ambewela
142.2
Undugoda
138.9
Holmwood
131.7
Guruluwana
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2. Temperature
Day time temperature were above average throughout the week at Anuradhapura,
Batticaloa, Galle, Hambanhota, Jaffna, Mannar, Puttam, Rathmalana, Trincomlee
and Vavuniya. It was at 5 0C above normal at Jaffna on 20th , 4 0C above normal at
Batticaloa on 19th, Hambanhota on 21st, Jaffna during 18-19th of the month . Below
normal values were reported in the period 18- 20th at Badulla, Katugasthota,
Kurunegala, Nuwara-Eliya and Rathnapura meteorological stations due to prevailed
cloudy and rainy conditions, it was 5 0C below at the Rathnapura on 18th July.
In this week, the highest day time (maximum) temperatures values were reported at
Vavuniya, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Pothuvil meteorological stations.
Highest value of maximum temperature was, 37.6 0C reported at Vavuniya main
meteorological station on 17th of July and the lowest minimum temperature was 12.7
0
C reported at Nuwara-Eliya station on 19th of June.
Minimum temperatures were predominantly above normal during the week over
most parts of the island

3. Winds
Surface wind was mainly south westerly to westerly in direction. It was considerably
high in Mannar and Galle as the speed was 35 kts on 18th, 25 kts on 20th and 20 kts
on 19th in days at Galle and also 20 kts in 15th and 21st days of the month at Mannar.
Other areas it was in the range of (05-30) kmph
Winds over lower atmosphere, up to 1000 m were mainly south-westerly in direction
during the week. It was high as 35 knots in Mannar at 15th July and wind speed was
in the range of (05-20) knots in the other areas.
Upper winds at 850hPa:
Wind direction over 850 hPa pressure level was west -northwesterly in direction and
wind pattern mostly same to the climatology pattern in Sri Lankan region but speed
was higher than the climatology. (05-25) kts during the week.
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Observed

Climatology

Figure 3.1; Observed
wind pattern

Figure 3.1; Climatology
wind pattern

Anomaly

Figure 3.1; Anomaly
wind pattern

There was west-northwesterly wind anomaly over the country and a cyclonic wind
anomaly to the East of the island. (Figure 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3)

Upper winds at 700hPa:
Observed

Figure 4.1; Observed
Wind pattern

Climatology

Figure 4.1; Climatology
wind pattern

Anomaly

Figure 4.1; Anomaly
wind pattern

Winds over 700 hPa level were mostly west north-westerly direction and wind
pattern mostly same to the climatology pattern in Sri Lankan region. There was a
westerly wind anomaly over the country and cyclonic wind anomaly could be seen
in the Bay of Bengal to the east of the Sri Lanka. (Fig 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3).
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5. Special notes;
A day before this weather situation began department of Meteorology issued the
weather warning and held the stake holder’s meeting also regarding the hazard’s
event as usually doing in such kind of situation.
Though the south western part of the country received heavy rainfall in this week
same time some areas in other part of the country affected by severe drought
condition further, particularly in northern, northwestern, north central provinces and
some DSDs in central and eastern provinces.
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