
2021-02-17 ©NMC, Department of Meteorology, Sri Lanka 1 

Weekly Weather Summery 

  01-07 January 2021  

1. Rainfall 
 

Except of 07th showers were continue in Eastern and Northcentral parts while scattered afternoon 

thunder showers were continuing in southwestern parts throughout the week. Moderate to fairly 

heavy showers had been reported from Eastern, Uva and North-central provinces on 03rd and 04th 

January. Isolated very heavy rainfall had been received in Southwest quarter on 04th as well. 

Afternoon thunder showers were prominent in southwestern parts on 05th. Fairly widespread 

showers had been reported in Northwestern parts, North-central and Uva provinces and some areas 

of Central province on 06th. And except of isolated heavy showers in Kaluthra district mainly fair 

weather was prevailed elsewhere on 07th.  

Light to moderate or moderate showers had been reported from many hydro catchment areas on 

04th and 06th. Light or light to moderate showers had been reported from many stations on 01st and 

05th too. However, except of 02nd and 06th showers had been received all most all hydro catchment 

stations throughout the week. 

Highest daily (24 hour) rainfall, 200.5 mm was reported from Kirindiwela (Gampaha district) on 

04th January.  Highest weekly total rainfall, 292.5 mm was reported at Kirindiwela during this 

week.  

Figure 1 represents total rainfall during this week and Figure 2 reported daily highest rainfall, daily 

maximum and minimum temperatures during this week respectively. Table 1 represents weekly 

total rainfall at main meteorological stations, catchment areas and reported highest weekly total 

rainfall at some rainfall stations. 

  

Figure 1: Total rainfall (mm) during the week 
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Figure 2. Daily Rainfall (mm) and maximum and minimum temperatures (0C) during the week. 
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Table 1: Total weekly Rainfall (mm) at Main Meteorological stations, Hydro- 

catchment areas and some rain gauge stations during the week. 

 

 

Main Meteorological Stations Rainfall 

(mm) 

Anuradhapura 61.2 

Badulla 37.2 

Bandarawela 36.5 

Batticaloa 229.7 

Colombo 44.8 

Galle 9.3 

Hambanthota  13.3 

Jaffna 81.5 

Monaragala  64 

Katugasthota 93.3 

Katunayake 84.3 

Kurunagala 113.6 

MahaIlluppallama 31.2 

Mannar 28.1 

Polonnaruwa 119.7 

Nuwara Eliya 25.8 

Pothuvil 84.7 

Puttalam 24.4 

Rathmalana 127.6 

Rathnapura 35 

Trincomalee 30.3 

Vavuniya 55.7 

Mattala 36.8 

Hydro-Catchment Areas 

Station Rainfall (mm) 

Castlereigh 40 

Norton 52 

Maussakele 22.2 

Canyon 29.5 

Lakshapana 113.3 

Upper Kotmale 46.1 

Kotmale 40.3 

Victoriya 52.5 

Randenigala 105.2 

Rantambe 86.7 

Bowatenna 131.2 

Ukuwela 86.7 

Samanala Wawa 24.5 

Kukuleganaga 66 

Maskeliya 28 

Rain Gauge Stations 

Station Rainfall 

(mm) 

Selathalaramaya, Kirindiwela 292.5 

Pimbura Hospital 288.5 

IPSOTSL (camp) 282.5 

Salawa Estate 273.5 

DehiowitaDivisional Secretariate 254.5 

Penrith Estate 226 

W.K.K. Engineering, Hanwella 191 

Thalduwa Estate 185 

Erepola, Eheliyagoda 181.5 

Ayr Estate 165.5 
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2. Temperature 

2.1 Maximum temperature 

The highest day time (maximum) temperature, 32.5 0C was reported from Rathnapura on 06th   

January (Fig 3.a). Nuwara Eliya was reported its highest maximum temperature 21.00C, on 07th.  

Below normal maximum temperatures were reported at all most all stations on 01st January (Fig 

3.b). Weekly highest positive anomaly of maximum temperature, 4.20C reported at Trincomalee 

on 07th. And highest negative anomaly of maximum temperature, 3.70C reported at Hambantota 

on 01st January. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Maximum temperatures (0C) and offsets (0C) during the week 
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Fig 3.a: maximum temperature 

Fig 3.b: maximum temperature 

offset 
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2.2 Minimum temperature 

The weekly lowest minimum temperature, 11.8 0C was reported as usual from Nuwara-Eliya 

station on 01st January. The weekly highest minimum temperature 26.2 0C, was reported at 

Trincomalee on 04th (Fig 4.a). Above normal minimum temperatures had been reported all most 

all station throughout the week. Weekly highest positive anomaly of minimum temperature, 4.8 
0C was reported at Nuwara Eliya (Fig 3.d) on 04th. Highest negative anomaly of minimum 

temperature, 1.1 0C was reported at Trincomalee on 07th.  

F  

 

 

 

Figure 4. Minimum temperatures (0C) and offsets (0C) during the week 
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Fig 4.a: minimum temperature 

Fig 4.b: minimum temperature offset 
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3. Winds 

Light or light to moderate Northeasterly surface winds were prevailed during this week. Wind 

convergence had been appeared near eastern areas on 04th January.  

 

Upper winds at 850hPa: 

Moderate, Easterly (05-15kts) winds had been prevailed over the Island till 03rd. Southeasterly 

wind component had been supported to this flow during next two days.  Again, Easterly winds 

(05-10kts) had been prevailed over the country on 06th. It was light variable in last day of this 

week. 
 

Easterly weekly average winds were prevailed over the island (Figure 5.a) at 850hpa during this 

week. The climatological (Figure 5.b) winds are northeasterly and slightly dry.  Southerly wind 

anomaly (Figure 5.c) was prevailed at 850hpa during this week.  

           Observed       Climatology                     Anomaly 

 

(a)                                           (b)                                         (c) 

              Figure 5: wind pattern with dewpoint departures at 850hpa 

 

Upper winds at 700hPa: 

Easterly to southeasterly winds (05-15kts) were prevailed over the Island until 05th and it had been 

changed to south-southeasterly later on. 

Easterly, slightly dry weekly averaged Observed winds (Figure 6.a) and Northeasterly, dry 

climatological (Figure 6.b) winds are prevailed over the island at 700hPa. And Southerly wind 

anomaly (Figure 6.c) was prevailed over the at 700hpa during this week.  
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Observed     Climatology                               Anomaly 

                             
(a)                                        (b)                                               (c) 

                          Figure 6: wind pattern with dewpoint departures at 700hpa 

 

Upper winds at 500hPa: 

East -southeasterly (05-15kts) winds had been prevailed over the Island till 04th and south-

southeasterly winds were prevailed 05th onwards.  

Easterly, slightly dry weekly observed (Figure 7.a) winds were prevailed over the island during 

this week. The climatological wind pattern is Easterly and drier than observed winds (Figure 7.b) 

at 500hpa.  However, Southwesterly wind anomaly (Figure 7.c) was prevailed at 500hpa during 

this week.  

     Observed        Climatology                Anomaly   

                                                                                                                           

(a)                                                (b)                                            (c) 

                        Figure 7: wind pattern with dewpoint departures at 500hpa 


